ANNUAL  REPORT 

I 

OF  THE 

medical  Officer  of  Beaitb 

OF  THE 

Eye  Urban  District, 

1000. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  to  you  my  Report  of  the  Sanitary 
Condition  of  your  District  for  the  Year  ending,  Decem- 
ber 31st,  1909. 

POPULATION. 

The  Population  of  the  District  in  1901  was  2,004, 
and  for  the  present  year  is  estimated  at  2,021. 

DEATH  RATE. 

The  number  of  Deaths  registered  in  the  district- 
after  deducting  deaths  in  the  Union  House  belonging 
to  other  districts — was  33,  the  Death-rate  being  16*3 
per  1000.  The  corresponding  Death-rate  for  Rural 
Districts  in  England  and  Wales  was  14  5 1000. 
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The  Death-rates  in  former  years  have  been  : — 

1908  ...  ...  I4’7 

1907  97 

1906  ...  ...  i6‘6 

1905  ...  ...  8*3 

The  average  rate  for  5 years  being  I3'i  per  1000. 

There  were  3 deaths  of  infants  under  i year  of  age, 
being  a rate  of  7 r4  per  1000  births.  The  corresponding 
rate  for  Rural  Districts  in  England  and  Wales  was  98 
per  1000  births. 

The  deaths  include  one  from  Phthisis  ; five  from 
Cancer  ; and  one  from  Epidemic  Influenza.  In  the 
Union  House  there  were  two  deaths  from  Phthisis,  and 
one  from  Typhoid  Fever. 

BIRTH  RATE. 

The  number  of  Births  in  Eye  was  42,  a rate  of  20  8 
per  1000. 

The  corresponding  rate  for  Rural  Districts  in  Eng- 
land and  Wales  was  25'6  per  1000. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

There  were  12  Notifications  of  Infectious  Disease 
in  1909 — 

7 Cases  of  Erysipelas. 

I ,,  Typhoid  Fever. 

I ,,  Puerperal  Fever. 

3 ,,  Scarlet  Fever. 

Only  one  death  was  caused  by  Infectious  Disease,  viz  : 
Typhoid  Fever. 

This  case  occurred  in  the  Union  House,  and  was 
an  imbecile. 
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It  is  noteworthy  that  I had  to  report  a similar  case 
last  year.  Both  were  imbeciles,  and  were  set  to  clean  out 
the  pails  of  the  closets  belonging  to  the  Union  House. 

I have  requested  that  especial  care  be  directed  to 
the  cleansing  and  disinfection  of  the  pails. 

It  would  appear  desirable  that  such  work  should 
not  be  undertaken  by  imbeciles. 

Of  the  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  one  occurred  in  an 
isolated  district,  and  was  apparently  infected  from  out- 
side the  district. 

The  other  two  were  of  one  family,  and  no  other 
house  has  been  affected. 

This  house  is  in  an  insanitary  state,  and  the  privies 
and  dustbins  were  in  very  bad  order. 

The  case  of  puerperal  fever  was  isolated,  and  no 
further  case  occured. 

GENERAL  SANITARY  REPORT. 


PHYSICAL  FEATURES. 

The  Town  of  Eye  has  an  area  of  4410  acres,  but  the 
bulk  of  the  houses  cover  a much  smaller  area. 

The  Town  is  situated  in  a valley,  the  soil  is  clay 
with  a chalk  bed  some  lOO-feet  below  the  surface. 

OCCUPATION. 

The  occupation  of  the  inhabitants  is  chiefly  that  of 
tradesmen  and  agriculture. 
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HOUSE  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  Houses  in  the  Town  are  mostly  very  old,  the 
larger  houses  being  in  fair  repair. 

Many  of  the  Cottages  are  too  small,  and  are  in  bad 
repair. 

No  action  has  been  taken  with  regard  to  the  Hou- 
sing of  the  Working  Classes  Act. 

There  are  no  building  bye-laws  by  which  super- 
vision over  the  erection  of  new  houses  can  be  enforced. 

Two  New  Cottages  are  in  course  of  erection  in  the 
Buckshorn  Lane,  and  two  houses  are  being  re-built  in 
Castle  Street. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  Water  Supply  in  the  district  is  by  shallow 
wells,  each  house  or  group  of  houses  having  its  own 
supply.  The  water  is  drawn  from  the  surface  clay  above 
the  chalk,  and  in  many  cases  is  polluted  from  the  surface, 
and  by  leakage  from  pi  ivies  and  foul  dustbins. 

I have  no  further  information  with  regard  to  the 
proposed  Water  Company’s  supply. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

The  Milk  Supply  is  from  dairies  in  the  Town  and 
surrounding  villages.  The  three  dairies  in  the  town  are 
registered  and  in  good  order.  Milk  is  also  supplied  to 
immediate  neighbours  at  the  farmhouses. 

FOOD,  Etc. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act.  Samples  are  taken  under  the 
Act  by  the  County  Police  yearly.  No  action  has  been 
necessary  during  the  year. 
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SEWERAGE  and  DRAINAGE. 

The  surface  water  and  refuse  water  are  carried  by 
means  of  a system  of  drains  into  the  river  by  four 
effluents. 

On  the  valley  drain  are  three  cesspools  to  catch  the 
solid  refuse  ; and  on  the  main  drain  is  a filtering  catch- 
pit;  between  which  and  the  town  the  drain  is  ventilated. 

All  these  are  cleared  out  twice  a year. 

EXCREMENT  DISPOSAL. 

There  are  a few  water  closets  in  the  district,  but 
the  main  method  of  disposal  of  excrement  is  by  earth 
closets  and  privies. 

The  latter  are  very  old  and  leak  badly. 

REMOVAL  OF  HOUSE  REFUSE,  &c. 

There  is  at  present  no  system  of  public  scavenging, 
each  tenant  cleaning  his  own  privy  or  earth  closet. 

The  same  statement  applies  to  dustbins. 

Your  Sanitary  Committee  have  this  matter  under 
their  consideration,  and  I hope  some  system  will  be  de- 
cided on  which  will  remedy  these  defects  in  future. 

LODGING  HOUSE  BYE  = LAWS. 

One  inn  is  used  as  a Common  Lodging  House. 
There  are  no  bye-laws. 

SCHOOLS. 

There  are  three  Schools  in  your  district,  ^one  the 
Public  Elementary  School  for  girls  and  boys  ; one  the 
Grammar  School  at  present  for  boys  only,  but  which  is 
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now  a Secondary  School  under  the  County  Council,  and 
will  shortly  be  converted  for  the  use  of  boys  and  girls. 

No  infectious  disease  has  been  traced  to  any  of  these. 
The  Sanitary  arrangements  are  satisfactory. 

The  Elementary  School  is  inspected  by  the  School 
Medical  Officer  for  the  East  Suffolk  district. 

METHODS  OF  DEALING  WITH 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Infectious  diseases  are  isolated  in  their  own  homes. 
In  cases  of  children  attending  one  of  the  Schools,  I am 
following  the  lines  of  the  nremorandum — 7'^  closure  and 
exclusion  from  School  sent  from  the  Local  Government 
Board,  and  shall  in  future  work  in  conjunction  with  the 
School  Medical  Officer. 

The  houses  are  disinfected  by  the  Urban  Authority. 
There  is  no  proper  disinfecting  apparatus  for  the  use  of 
the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  no  disinfector  for  clothes. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

There  has  been  no  need  for  an  Isolation  Hospital 
during  the  year.  The  Cottage  kept  for  this  purpose  is  not 
suitable  unless  considerable  alterations  were  undertaken 

TUBERCULOSIS  REGULATIONS. 

With  regard  to  the  Tuberculosis  Regulations,  a 
circular  has  been  printed  and  sent  to  every  case  notified 
under  this  order,  and  in  the  case  of  a death  occurring  or 
the  patient  leaving  the  house,  the  house  is  disinfected. 
There  is  no  hospital  for  treatment  of  these  cases  in  the 
near  neighbourhood,  and  no  separate  accommodation  at 
the  Union  House  Infirmary. 
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WORKSHOPS  ACT. 

I have  inspected  all  the  Workshops  in  the  district, 
and  they  are  all  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

BAKEHOUSES. 

The  Bakehouses  are  all  clean  and  well  ventilated. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

The  Slaughter  Houses  have  been  inspected  during 
the  year,  and  are  clean  and  satisfactory. 

NUISANCES. 

Nuisances  have  been  reported  to  me  in  28  cases. 
Notices  were  sent  out  to  the  tenants  in  2 cases,  and  have 
been  complied  with. 

Four  notices  were  sent  out  to  owners  of  property, 
and  some  improvements  effected. 

Appended  to  the  Report  you  will  find  the  Statistical 

Tables  required  by  the  Local  Government  Board. 

I am, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

HENRY  E.  BARNES,  M.D., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Eye,  Feb.  lotb,  1910. 
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TABLE  III.  BOROUGH  OF  EYE. 

Oases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1909. 
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TABLE  IV.  BOROUGH  OF  EYE. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death,  during  Year  1909. 
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TABLE  VI. 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  WORKPLACES  and  HOMEWORK. 
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Stone  iMa.sons  2,  Ironmonger  1,  Saddler.s  2,  Tailors  3,  Dressmakers 
4,  Laundry  1,  Shoemakers  3,  Bicycle  Makers  2,  Bakehouses  o 

Total  number  of  Workshops  on  Register 


